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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Can ‘Copter Help Manage Crops?

Co-op Test Flies Drone
By Pauline Fletcher Cogdill
It is hard to pick up any agriculture
trade publication recently without seeing
an article about the use of unmanned
aerial systems in agriculture, or what are
commonly known to most of the general
public as “drones.”
Interest is growing rapidly in the
use of UAS’s for precision agricultural
and environmental uses. It is thought that
agriculture could potentially be the largest
user of this developing technology.
Farmers Cooperative recently purchased a UAS with the purpose of beginning
to learn more about this technology and its
uses in agriculture. So many constructive
uses have emerged recently for UAS’s in
agriculture. UAS’s have the potential to
help farmers better manage crops, detect
nutrient deficiencies, assess drought or
flood damage and overall make better
crop management decisions, said General
Manager Todd Lawrence.
Due to Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) regulations UAS’s are
not permitted to be used for commercial
uses. The FAA has been given a deadline
by Congress to allow commercial UAS’s
flights by September 2015. The Office of
Inspector General recently released an audit
Continued on Page 2

General Manger Todd Lawrence (Left) and Barry Long, Agronomy Division Manager,
will evaluate miniature helicopter’s agricultural uses.

Drone Can Take Infrared, Thermal Images
Continued from Page 1

that doubts the FAA will meet this deadline. At the present time, many Land Grant
Universities have appplied for certificate
of authorization to fly UAS’s for research
and development uses in agriculture as a
management tool.With the ability to capture
images from the air using infrared and thermal cameras, more data will be available
to the farmer to make crop management
decisions.
General Manager Lawrence stated he
is excited about this technology and what
it means for our member farmers. “I can
see that once the approval from the FAA

BIG BUCK CONTEST RULES

by Barry Long

Florida and Georgia hunters are gearing up
for the beginning of the 2014-2015 deer-hunting
season. Farmers Cooperative wants to add a little
more excitement to your deer-hunting season with
our Big Buck Contest.
To be eligible for the contest hunters need
to sign up at Farmers Cooperative in Live Oak or
Madison, Florida no later than November 29, 2014.
Any native Florida or Georgia whitetail buck legally
killed in the 2014-2015 season, under ethical fair chase
conditions within 75 miles of either the Live Oak or
Madison Farmers Cooperative Store will be eligible
for the Big Buck Contest. Bucks that are killed on
for-profit private deer farms, game preserves or any
other high fenced or pay-to-hunt property are NOT
eligible regardless of size or acreage.
Bucks will be scored by using the Boone &
Crockett scoring system, typical or non-typical. Bucks
will be measured to determine a net score. Bucks with
non-typical antlers will have to exceed typical scores
by 25 inches to be considered bigger. Under this
rule, for example, a typical buck scoring 130 inches
would be considered bigger than a non-typical buck
scoring 154 inches. In the event of a tie, the buck
with the highest gross score would be the winner.
Final scoring of antlers will be scored by an F.W.C.
wildlife officer/biologist at a given specific time.
Highest Scoring Buck
$300 Farmers Cooperative Gift Certificate
Second Highest Buck
$200 Farmers Cooperative Gift Certificate
Third Highest Buck
$100 Farmers Cooperative Gift Certificate
Division and distribution of the prizes will
be at the sole discretion of Farmers Cooperative,
Inc. Promotional rights of the winner belong to
Farmers Cooperative, Inc.
Winners will be announced at the 2015
Spring Banquet of the National Wild Turkey
Federation.

is obtained, Farmers Cooperative will
be able to add the UAS’s technology to
its arsenal of tools for crop scouting and
precision agriculture. Until then we will
practice and learn how to fly the UAS and
continue to learn the available uses from
land grant university research.”
Farmers Cooperative wants to be
proactive in our efforts to explore how
we can best use this technology while
protecting private property rights.

Whether flying high or low, drone
can take photos and use infrared and
thermal cameras too.

Avoid Propane Accidents
Propane gas is a safe, efficient, and clean
source of energy that is easily transportable to
your location. Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services has determined
that over 1/3 of all propane related accidents
in Florida involve consumers attempting to
repair or service their own appliances themselves or by unlicensed, untrained technicans.
These accidents are occurring when gas
appliances are removed from the premises
and gas lines connecting these appliances
are being left open.When the gas is turned
on fires and explosions have resulted. Florida law requires consumers and property
owners to notify the gas dealer who next
fills or services their propane equipment of
any changes made to the propane system,
especially when an appliance is removed.
Failure to do so may result in serious injury,
death or property damage.
Safety is your responsibility.
If you smell gas you should follow
these steps:
1. NO FLAMES OR SPARKS! This
includes: do not operate lights, appliances
telephones, or cell phones. Sparks from these
sources can trigger an explosion or a fire.

2. LEAVE THE AREA
IMMEDIATELY!
Get out of the building or area that you
suspect gas is leaking.
3. SHUT OFF THE GAS. Turn off the
main gas supply on your propane tank if it is
safe to do so. To close the valve, turn it off
to the right (clockwise)
4. REPORT THE LEAK. From an
area away from the leak, contact Farmers
Cooperative by calling the local store number
24 hours a day. Make sure that you leave a
number that you can be reached at other than
where the leak is suspected.
5. DO NOT RETURN TO THE AREA.
Make sure that Farmers Cooperative or your
local fire department has determined that it
is safe to re-enter the area.
6. GET YOUR SYSTEM CHECKED.
Do not use any propane appliances until
Farmers Cooperative has done an entire
system check to ensure that it is leak-free.
Since there is a possibility of odor fade or
problems with your sense of smell, you should
respond immediately to even a faint odor of
gas. If you have any further questions about
the safety of propane, Farmers Co-op will
be glad to answer them and provide safety
brochures that you can review.

ANNUAL MEETING

It’s time for our Annual Meeting. Our 68th Annual Meeting will be held
Saturday, October 4, 2014 at First Baptist Church of Live Oak on West Howard
Street, Live Oak, Florida at 10:00 a.m.
The Annual Meeting gives a brief review of the financial condition of the
cooperative. Following the business session, door prizes will be drawn and
awarded to members present.
Make a point in marking your calendars and plan to attend your Annual
Meeting on October 4, 2014 at 10:00 a. m.

Watch Her Carry A Feed Bag
Farmers Cooperative’s employee
featured this quarter is Denise Watts. In
August 2005 Denise, husband Mike, children Brittany and Bailey moved to Madison, Florida. Prior to moving to Madison,
Denise was a medical assistant for 13 years
in Volusia County, specializing in wound
care. Denise believes that family comes
first and when her son Bailey was born she
elected to be a stay at home mom with her
children while they were young.
Denise is a vivacious, fair-minded
employee who really loves her job. You
may see her at the counter, in the office
filling in when Heather is out on leave or
even loading a bag of feed in the warehouse. Don’t let this petite employee fool
you, she can throw a bag of feed over her
shoulder and take it to your truck as good
as any other employee, and with a smile
on her face. With Diane Williams recently
retiring to be with her mother, Denise now
orders the Wrangler clothing. So if you
have any special needs in the clothing line,
Denise is your go to person. She always

has time to listen and help her customers
with whatever product they need.
Daughter, Brittany, grew up with
her parents participating in team roping,
and they attended lots of rodeos. Then
she was introduced to a 4-H club where
she excelled in keeping her journals as a
4-H participant. The entire family became
involved in her 4-H projects. In fact, in
2010 Brittany represented the University
of Florida in Dairy Judging and was fortunate enough to raise the money to go to
Europe. That trip was an education in itself.
Brittany is employed with Family First as a
medical assistant, and has applied for the
RN Program. And we cannot forget that
precious grandson, Landon, who brings so
much joy to the entire Watts family.
Son, Bailey, attends Madison County
Central School. Bailey enjoys his 4-H
projects as well as 4-wheeling, hunting
and reloading ammunition with his dad.
Bailey also likes spending time working
on his food plot on the family farm.
Denise and husband, Mike own and

Denise Watts
operate C & W Equipment in Madison.
Mike travels the southeast and northeast
area welding stainless steel for dairy farms.
When Mike is home, the family really
enjoys hunting, fishing and 4 wheeling.
Denise has a favorite recipe she would
like to share with us on page 4. Enjoy.

For the Past Quarter

NEW CO-OP MEMBERS
LIVE OAK STORE
Larry Potts, Live Oak
Luis Maya, Live Oak
Dennis Miller, Branford
Samantha Sykes, Live Oak
Julie Duffek, Live Oak
A B Markham, Lake City
Nancy C Spearman, Jennings
David W Chandler, Live Oak
Charles Rouse, Wellborn
A J Simouetta, St. Johns
Yaquelin ARomero, Live Oak
Robert L Martin, Live Oak
Lesten Douberley, Wellborn
Virginia J Rudd, Jennings
Kathleen Jenkins, Live Oak
James Will Bass, Live Oak
Donald Branske, Live Oak
David Ford, Live Oak
Diane B Blanton, St. Petersburg
Urbe Mendoza Juan, Live Oak
Septimus Wauchope, Lee
Bonnie Millican, Wellborn
Benton-GA LLC, Douglasville
Clinton Cathcart, Live Oak
Caress Johnson, Wellborn

Tri-County Tree Service, Inc.,
Wellborn
Casey Parker, Live Oak
Osmany Rodriguez, Live Oak
Karon Landen, Live Oak
Jerry Emerson, Live Oak
Christy Norris, Lake City
Penny Poole Harris, Live Oak
Dean Smehil, Live Oak
Hallie J. Walker, Live Oak
Annie Waits, Live Oak
Dyan Vigeant, Lake City
Denise Bear & Ryan Potter
O’Brien
Clyde Morgan, Jasper
Jennie R Dazy, Live Oak
Paul H Granville, Branford
Hugo Soto, Ft. White
Ferrell Dawn Layton, Live Oak
Kelly Williams, Lee
Dr. David Uri, Live Oak
Linda G Linton, McAlpin,
Rene Legere, Lake City
Julia Smith, Live Oak
Clyde Bain, Dowling Park
LeAnn Harmon, Vero Beach
Melahn & Rob Harrell, Live Oak
Hubert Arce Cruz, Wellborn

Mary & Nada Meeks, Live Oak
T. Jesse Godbold,
Green Cove Springs
Helen Williamson, Live Oak
Lisa Dawson, Lake City
David Irizarry, Mayo
Lazaro Dorado, Live Oak
Peggy Cashmore, Live Oak
Toby Rio, Live Oak
Darryl Cherry, Live Oak
Alexander Figueroa, Hialeah
Alfred B. Canton, Live Oak
George Banta, Live Oak
Susan Williams, O’Brien
Henry Habora, Live Oak
Karen Mauer, Lake City
Michele Johnson, Live Oak

MADISON STORE
Larry L Gingerich, Lee
Dennis & Sandra Mope, Monticello
Ervin D Gaylard, Madison
Mike Wheeler, Madison
Mattie Touchton, Perry
Aaron D Boone, Concord, CA
Darby Thompson, Lee
Keturah Weatherspoon, Madison

Linda Peacock, Perry		
Robin A Kimbril, Mayo
Barbara O’Quinn, Perry
Derrick Dawson, Sr., Valdosta, GA
Randy Vick, Live Oak
David Jarvis, Greenvile
Rebekah Kristensen, Madison
Gayla Fishel, Lee
Sherry Wilson, Madison
Tamalin Tee Beauchamp, Madison
Mary Hood, Madison		
Alex Murphy, Jasper
Andres Padron, Miami
Matthew Wood, Greenville
Little Manatee Citrus LLC, Wauchula
James Armour, Jennings
Debbie Williams, Pinetta
Subrel LLC , Greenville
Madison Academy, Madison
Jerome Freeman, Perry
Gladys L Cogdell, Madison
Darren Bass, Greenville
Michael Scott Shipley, Madison
Timothy Lundy, Perry
LaRonna Johnson, Mayo
Marco Hernandez, Lee
Willie Tookes, Rochester, NY
Jon A Cooke, Hollywood

TIME TO CHECK
YOUR HEATER

Logan Luse - (Area Two State VP), Kristy Yoder, Tracy Champagne- (Blountstown FFA Advisor),
Santanna Lee, Colby Tanner, Shae Hall and Gordon Yoder -(Area One State VP)
(L to R)

Co-op Sponsors State FFA Awards
Farmers Cooperative sponsored the
High School Agriscience Fair Awards this
year at the 86th Annual State FFA Convention
held in July in Orlando, Florida.
Farmers Cooperative and Florida
Farm Bureau sponsored the Agri-business
Management Career Development Event,
which provides competition that fosters information assimilation, critical thinking and
problem-solving skills necessary to successfully manage a farm or pursue farm business
management careers. The Agri-Business
Management Career Development Event
enhances and encourages opportunities for
all participants to receive instruction that
develops farm business management skills.
Blountstown was the winner of the State

Agri-business Management Career Developement Event.
The high individual of the event
was Colby Tanner from Blountstown FFA
Chapter.

With cooler weather at hand, it’s
time to call our LP Gas Department and
have a technician check your heater.
Whether you use central or space
heating, you should have your heating
source checked by a qualified service
person, for both safety and efficiency.
We have qualified service technicians ready to check and service your
gas heating unit, but please call early so
that we can have your unit ready before
the cold weather arrives.
Our speciality is gas heating appliances; however, regardless of what
kind of heat you have, please for your
safety and peace of mind, have someone
qualified check your heater before you
use it. We look forward to serving you;
your safety is our priority.
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Co-op Directors

Kenneth Dasher, McAlpin (Suwannee County)
Ted Henderson, Live Oak (Suwannee County)
Eddy Roberts, O’Brien (Suwannee County)
E. Richard Terry, Madison (Madison County)
William T. Carte (Suwannee County)
Tim Steichen, Wellborn (Suwannee County)
John C. Webb, Lee (Madison County)
Walter K. Brown (Suwannee County)
Kevin Morgan (Hamilton County)
Kenneth McLeod (Madison County)
Jeff Lee (Suwannee County)

Texas Sheetcake

1 cup cooking oil (or 2 sticks margarine)
1 cup water
4 tbsp unsweetened cocoa
2 cups flour
2 cups sugar
½ tsp salt
2 eggs
1 tsp baking soda
½ cup sour cream or buttermilk
Bring oil, water and cocoa to boil. Remove from heat; add the dry ingredients (flour, sugar
and salt). Beat 2 eggs in bowl; add sour cream and baking soda; mix well. Add to chocolate
mixture; beat well. Bake in (greased and floured) 15 x 10 x 1 cookie sheet w/edges 375 degrees
for 20-22 minutes NO LONGER. Meanwhile prepare the following:

Icing

1 stick margarine 4 tsp. unsweetened cocoa
6-8 tsp milk
¾ 1 box of confectioners sugar
1 tsp vanilla
1 cup chopped nuts (optional)
Bring margarine, cocoa and milk to boil. Remove from heat, add confectioners sugar (sift first)
Add vanilla; spread icing on cake while cake and icing are warm; sprinkle w/chopped nuts.

Denise’s favorite cake recipe

